
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cape York Region Package (CYRP) Taskforce and Sub-Working Group (SWG) met on 2 June 2021. The meeting 

was held in Cooktown and via teleconference. 

The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) provided updates on the progress of CYRP Stage 1, the Social 

Economic and Environmental Impact Assessment (SEEIA), CYRP Stage 2, the Community Access Roads Program 

(CARP) and the Peninsula Developmental Road (PDR) Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) scholarships program.  

CYRP Stage 1 

The $276 million CYRP Stage 1 was jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments on an 80:20 basis 

and was delivered over five years (2014-15 to 2018-19). It comprised: 

 $215.5 million to seal priority gravel sections of the Peninsula Developmental Road (PDR) 

 $10 million for sealing works on the Endeavour Valley Road (EVR) between Cooktown and Hope Vale 

 $50.5 million for priority community infrastructure upgrades. 

SEEIA 

Social, Economic, Environment Impact Assessment (SEEIA) will be finalised in August 2021, with an update on the 

findings to be presented in November 2021. The Assessment will study the flow-on benefits of the CYRP Stage 1 and 

how the upgrades in Cape York have benefitted education, health and community outcomes.  

Communities to participate in the study are yet to be finalised, however, Bamaga, Laura and Coen are currently under 

consideration.  

TMR will consider the SEEIA as a supplementary model for supporting project evaluation where the traditional methods 

used by whole of government are insufficient for transport infrastructure projects.  

CYRP Stage 2 

CYRP Stage 2 is a $237.5 million program of works to continue upgrading the PDR and other priority road infrastructure 

on Cape York Peninsula. The program is jointly-funded by the Australian Government and Queensland Government on 

an 80:20 basis, with the Australian Government contributing $190 million and the Queensland Government contributing 

$47.5 million.  

PDR program 

The CYRP Stage 2 PDR program was developed to ensure a geographic spread of construction work to maximise 

economic benefits across Cape York throughout the five-year delivery period. Projects were also selected in 

consideration of the availability of key resources, such as water and gravel along the PDR.  

The CYRP Stage 2 PDR program includes 11 projects to seal about 55 kilometres of the PDR: 
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 eight pave and seal projects between Laura and Coen 

 one pave and seal project north of the Archer River, including the Aurukun Access Road intersection 

 construction of the Archer River Bridge Southern Approach 

 construction of the Archer River Bridge. 

CYRP Stage 2 commenced in late 2020. TMR completed the Fairview West (Part B) project on 6 November 2020. The 

Kennedy to Rocky Creek project is due for completion in July 2021, weather permitting.  

PDR projects commencing in 2021 and 2022 include:  

 Archer River Crossing 

 Archer River Crossing Southern Approach 

 Merluna to York Downs (Part B) 

 Musgrave to Red Blanket (Part A) 

CARP 

In partnership with the Torres and Cape Indigenous Council Alliance, TMR identified a program of works to upgrade 

unsealed sections of primary access roads to remote communities under CYRP Stage 2.  

CARP will seal a total of about 72 kilometres of four community access roads that connect to the PDR: 

 20.3 kilometres of Northern Peninsula Road 

 9.7 kilometres of Portland Roads Road (Lockhart River Access Road) 

 21.8 kilometres of the Aurukun Access Road 

 20.4 kilometres of Strathgordon Road (Pormpuraaw Access Road) 

TMR is currently finalising agreements for the proposed works. 

 

PDR scholarships  

In accordance with the PDR ILUA, TMR awards scholarships each year to secondary and tertiary students with a 

connection to the PDR. 

 TMR received 14 secondary and 14 tertiary applications for the 2021 scholarships program 

 A panel including representatives from TMR, Cape York Land Council and Traditional Owners completed 

shortlisting in October 2020. 

 For the 2021 academic year, TMR awarded six scholarships; four high school and two tertiary. 

General business 

The CYRP Taskforce and SWG raised the importance of ongoing Indigenous training, employment and business 

opportunities throughout the program and acknowledged the challenges of providing consistent and ongoing training in 

the civil construction industry. The group discussed innovative partnerships with other local organisations to ensure 
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continuity of work for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in a range of roles including management and 

engineering.  

There was also discussion regarding the lengthy closure of the PDR due to the wet season. TMR noted that the road 

closures and permit system are implemented to ensure safety and to protect the road from additional damage from traffic.   

CYRP Taskforce and SWG meetings will be held in Cape York in either Laura, Coen, Cooktown or Weipa to support 

effective communication and engagement with Cape York communities.  

 Next CYRP Taskforce and SWG meeting – TBC (November 2021) 

Contacts:  

 Regional Development Australia (RDA) Tropical North – ceo@rdatropicalnorth.org.au – 0493 080 143 

 TMR – capepackage@tmr.qld.gov.au – 1800 184 317 

Further information: 

TMR updates and information available here: 

 https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/cape-york-region-package 

 https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/cape-york-region-package-stage-2 

Subscribe to RDA’s monthly newsletter with regular CYRP updates here: 

 https://www.rdatropicalnorth.org.au/ 


