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Australian Government’s Recommitment to RDA Tropical North
The Australian Government recognises and commends the important ongoing work of the Regional
Development Australia Network (RDA) in driving economic development and growth across regional
Australia.
Assistant Minister for Regional Development and Territories, the Hon Nola Marino MP, yesterday
announced the Australian Government’s recommitment to the RDA Network, including RDA Tropical
North, under a new 4.5 year funding agreement and refreshed Charter.
“RDA Tropical North will continue to play an important role supporting the economic recovery of the
region as it emerges from the COVID‐19. RDAs are a highly valued and respected network of volunteers
and staff who drive economic development in our regions and provide critical intelligence back to the
Australian Government about key issues impacting local communities,” Mrs Marino said.
The Network involves 52 RDAs across Australia, including the Indian Ocean Territories and Norfolk
Island. RDAs work with all levels of government, business and community groups to support economic
and workforce development, local procurement, strategic regional planning and to inform programs
and infrastructure investments.
RDA Committees are made up of passionate and dedicated local leaders with a broad range of
experience, including from local government, business, community and the not‐for‐profit sectors.
A refreshed RDA Charter will emphasise greater alignment across all levels of government and regional
planning that identifies and advocates strategic long‐term investment priorities.
Member for Leichhardt Warren Entsch MP said the value of RDA Tropical North has been highlighted
in the projects they are currently doing.
“They are spearheading the FNQ plastics industry proposal to investigate the potential for the
development of a plastic production industry, including recycling as a pilot for future regional centres
across Australia,” Warren Entsch said.

“They are instrumental in the expansion of the Lakeland Irrigation Scheme to enable our farmers to
access reliable and affordable water to grow our agriculture production.”
“These are only an example of the work they are doing and their benefit and expertise to our region
cannot go unnoticed” Warren Entsch said.
RDATN Chair, David Kempton said “the value in RDA Tropical North is to advocate regional growth and
economic development to the Federal Government.”
“Our Board identifies and promotes to all levels of Government those key projects that will restore,
develop and drive the growth of our region.”
“RDA Tropical North’s Economic Recovery and Reconstruction Strategy will not only see us through
the pandemic, but on to strong economic future with the creation of 3812 jobs and $1.665 billion in
annual economic benefit within three years.”
Australia’s regions are diverse, although they also face many similar challenges. RDA networks share
information and collaborate across the country to develop innovations and solutions that can be
adapted across the country.
The Government’s commitment to regions will be further enhanced by redirecting the role of
metropolitan RDAs in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth to focus on working with
regional RDAs in their state to identify and connect their regions with decentralisation and economic
development opportunities coming out of the capital cities.
Regional Australia and RDA Committees will play an important role in revitalising Australia’s economy
as we emerge from COVID‐19. The new funding agreement and revised Charter will provide a strong
basis for this work.
For more information on the RDA program please go to www.infrastructure.gov.au and
www.rda.gov.au
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