
The ABC is backing young game changers from regional Australia 

 

Applications are now open for the ABC’s Trailblazers program in 2021, which showcases the stories of regional 
Australia’s brightest new leaders.  

Trailblazers is an opportunity for people, aged 18 – 28, who are driving positive social change projects in their 
regional communities, to have their work celebrated nationally.  

Successful applicants receive an incredible package of support that includes having their story told on the ABC, 
exclusive access to the Trailblazer Development Fund and an invitation to participate in the leadership building 
regional youth summit.  

 

The summit is an intensive learning experience to empower young regional leaders, share their stories and build 
their leadership capacity.  

Past Trailblazer winner Semara Jose, a proud Gudjala, Kuku Yalanji Torres Strait Islander woman from Cairns, 
Queensland is part of the organisation ‘Deadly Inspiring Youth Doing Good (DIYDG),’ that empowers young people 
and addresses mental health issues to reduce crime and suicide rates. 

Semara says herself and her team walked away from the experience with renewed energy for their organisation and 
a stronger bond. 

“We were challenged individually to reflect on where we have come from and where we are heading with our 
respective projects. We built some amazing networks that will stay with us always.” 

“And now we’ve just received one of the inaugural Trailblazers Development Fund grants to make a bigger impact in 
our community.” 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development, The Hon Michael 
McCormack MP, encourages young changemakers to get involved. 

“The Trailblazers program is a wonderful initiative, encouraging young Australians in regional areas to contribute to 
the future of their communities,” the Deputy Prime Minister said. 

“Regional Australia is a great place to work, live and invest and I know how passionate young regional Australians are 
about making sure their local communities become even better.” 

Director of ABC Regional & Local, Judith Whelan said the Trailblazers program celebrated young people who were 
making a difference in their communities.   

"We want to tell the stories of Australia's future leaders,” she said.  “These are the people who will be shaping the 
nation’s conversations in years to come." 

Who can apply to be a Trailblazer? 
Individuals and groups of up to three, aged 18-28, who are initiating projects that create positive change in their 
communities.  From young community leaders to social entrepreneurs, advocates to event organisers, we’re looking 
for young people with a commitment to making regional Australia even better. 

Applications close Friday July 31, 2020. To apply, visit abc.net.au/trailblazers 

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/trailblazers/


 
What do Trailblazers receive? 

• The chance to have their work featured on the ABC.  
• Exclusive opportunities to apply for Trailblazer Development Fund grants, a partnership with the 

Sally Foundation and the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal.  
• Extensive networking, media and leadership opportunities. 

 

Applications close Friday July 31, 2020. To apply, visit abc.net.au/trailblazers 

Photos and interviews are available with Trailblazers from last year’s program. 
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